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Ireland Fun Facts 
Ireland is called Éire in Irish and is also known as the Republic of Ireland. 

 

Ireland covers five-sixths of the island of the same name, the remaining one-sixth of 
the island is Northern Ireland, which is part of the United Kingdom. 

 

Irish, or Irish Gaelic is the country's first official language, however the second official 
language English is more commonly spoken. 

 

There are over 4.75 million people living in Ireland as of July 2013. 

 

The Irish capital, Dublin is home to over one quarter of the total population. 

 

Other Irish cities of note include Cork, Limerick and Galway. 

 

Irish novelists have made major contributions to world literature. Famous writers 
include Jonathan Swift – “Gulliver's Travels”, Bram Stoker – “Dracula”, and James 
Joyce – “Ulysses”. 

 

Ireland has won the Eurovision Song Contest a record seven times. 
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A number of multinational technology corporations have setup European 
headquarters in Ireland helping to make it one of the largest exporters of hardware 
and software-related goods and services in the world. 

 

Ireland was one of the initial 12 European Union nations that began using the euro 
currency in 2002. 

 

Saint Patrick's Day is Irelands official national holiday. The 17th of March holiday is 
celebrated in Ireland and also embraced by many other countries around the world. 

 

The world famous Guinness beer is from Ireland, it originated in the Dublin brewery 
of Arthur Guinness. 

 

Gaelic football and hurling are traditional sports of Ireland and remain the most 
popular sports in the country. 

 

At the Olympics, boxing is Ireland's most successful sport. 

 

In 2002 Ireland was the first country in the world to have an environmental tax for 
plastic shopping bags and in 2004 it was the first to introduce a public smoking ban. 

 

Shamrock (type of clover) is the national symbol of Ireland and along with the harp it 
is a registered trademark of the country. 

 

http://www.sciencekids.co.nz/sciencefacts/countries/ireland.html  
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Ireland in Pictures 
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Killarney National Park 
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Ireland 
 

Capital: Dublin 

Population: 4,882,495 

Currency: euro (EUR) 

National GDP: $187,100,000,000 

 

 

 

 

 

The Geography of Ireland 

Borders: Ireland is an island in the North Atlantic Ocean. The Republic of Ireland takes up most of the 

island with Northern Ireland (which is part of the United Kingdom) taking up a northern section. 

 

Total Size: 70,280 square km 

 

Size Comparison: slightly larger than West Virginia 

 

Geographical Coordinates: 53 00 N, 8 00 W 

 

World Region or Continent: Europe 

 

General Terrain: mostly level to rolling interior plain surrounded by rugged hills and low mountains; 

sea cliffs on west coast 

Geographical Low Point: Atlantic Ocean 0 m 

 

Geographical High Point: Carrauntoohil 1,041 m 

 

https://www.ducksters.com/geography/country/united_kingdom.php
https://www.ducksters.com/geography/europe.php
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Climate: temperate maritime; modified by North Atlantic Current; mild winters, cool summers; 

consistently humid; overcast about half the time 

 

Major Cities: DUBLIN (capital) 1.084 million (2009), Belfast, Cork 

 

Major Landforms: Macgillycuddy's Reeks mountain range, Wicklow Mountains, Mourne Mountains, 

Twelve Bens, Achill Island, Giant's Causeway, Cliffs of Moher, The Burren plateau, Bog of Allen 

 

Major Bodies of Water: River Shannon, Barrow River, Blackwater River, Lough Neagh, Lough Erne, 

Lough Conn, St. George's Channel, Irish Sea, Atlantic Ocean 

 

Famous Places: Barney Castle and the Blarney Stone, Boyne Palace, Ring of Kerry, Cliffs of Moher, 

Giant's Causeway, Aran Islands, The Burren, Trinity College in Dublin, Saint Patrick's Cathedral, River 

Shannon, Killarney National Park, Benbulbin, Dublin Castle, Croke Park 

 

Economy of Ireland 

Major Industries: steel, lead, zinc, silver, aluminum, barite, and gypsum mining processing; food 

products, brewing, textiles, clothing; chemicals, pharmaceuticals; machinery, rail transportation 

equipment, passenger and commercial vehicles, ship construction and refurbishment; glass and 

crystal; software, tourism 

 

Agricultural Products: turnips, barley, potatoes, sugar beets, wheat; beef, dairy products 

 

Natural Resources: natural gas, peat, copper, lead, zinc, silver, barite, gypsum, limestone, dolomite 

 

Major Exports: machinery and equipment, computers, chemicals, pharmaceuticals; live animals, 

animal products 

 

Major Imports: data processing equipment, other machinery and equipment, chemicals, petroleum 

and petroleum products, textiles, clothing 
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Irish Provinces  

Ulster, Munster, Leinster, and Connacht 

 

 

 

 

Government of Ireland 

Type of Government: republic, parliamentary 

democracy 

 

Independence: 6 December 1921 (from UK by 

treaty) 

 

Divisions: Ireland is divided up into four provinces (Ulster, Munster, Leinster, and Connacht) and 26 

counties. Northern Ireland is sometimes considered part of the region of Ulster and is divided into 6 

counties. The largest counties in the Republic of Ireland by population are Dublin, Cork, and Galway. 

See the map to the right for the names and locations of all the provinces and counties. 

 

National Anthem or Song: Amhran na bhFiann (The Soldier's Song) 

 

National Symbols: 

• Animal - Irish wolfhound, Stag 
• Tree - Sessile Oak 
• Bird - Lapwing 
• National symbol - Shamrock 
• Coat of arms - Navy blue shield with a gold Irish harp 
• Other symbols - Irish harp, Celtic cross 
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Description of flag: The flag of Ireland was adopted in the early 1900s. It has three vertical stripes of 

green (left or hoist side), white (middle), and orange (right). It is often called the Irish tricolour. The 

color green represents the Gaelic traditions of Ireland, the white represents peace, and the orange 

represents the supporters of William of Orange. 

 
 

National Holiday: Saint Patrick's Day, 17 March 

 

Other Holidays: New Years' Day (January 1), Saint Patrick's Day (March 17), Easter, May Day, June 

Holiday, August Holiday, October Holiday, Christmas (December 25), Saint Stephen's Day (December 

26). 
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The People of Ireland 

Languages Spoken: English (official) is the language generally used, Irish (official) (Gaelic or Gaeilge) 

spoken mainly in areas located along the western seaboard 

 

Nationality: Irishman(men), Irishwoman(women), Irish (collective plural) 

 

Religions: Roman Catholic 88.4%, Church of Ireland 3%, other Christian 1.6%, other 1.5%, unspecified 

2%, none 3.5% (2002 census) 

 

Origin of the name Ireland: The name "Ireland" comes from the Irish word for the country "Eire." The 

word "Eire" comes from a Celtic goddess named Eiru. 

 

Famous People: 

• Bono - Lead singer for the band U2 
• Robert Boyle - Scientist considered the founder of modern chemistry 
• Michael Collins - Revolutionary hero 
• Colin Farrel - Actor 
• Richard Harris - Movie and stage actor 
• Niall Horan - Singer with One Direction 
• John Hume - Politician 
• James Joyce - Author 
• Roy Keane - Soccer player 
• C.S. Lewis - Author who wrote the Chronicles of Narnia series 
• Rory McIlroy - Professional golfer 
• Liam Neeson - Actor 
• Jonathon Swift - Author who wrote Gulliver's Travels 
• John Tyndall - Scientist 
• Oscar Wilde - Author 
• William Butler Yeats - Poet 
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Answer Key 
 

1.. What is the capital city of Ireland? 
b. Dublin 
 

2. Color all of the water blue, including the 
rivers. 

3. What is the name of the channel that 
divides the Irish Sea and the Celtic Sea? 
St. Georges Channel 

4. Color the Republic of Ireland green. 

5. Highlight the city of Dublin in orange. 

    

 

 

6. The city of Dublin lies along what large body of 
water? 
b. Irish Sea 

7. Waterford is north of Drogheda. 
b. False 

8. Galway is west of Tullamore. 
a. True 
 

9. Approximately how many miles separate Sligo 
and Wicklow? 
b. 130 
 
10. Which of the following cities is not located in the 
Republic of Ireland? 
c. London 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.studenthandouts.com/geography/europe/northern-europe/ireland/republic-of-ireland-map-

worksheet.html 
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Sometimes, more than one answer is correct!!!  Be careful!  

 

1) How many provinces are there in Ireland? 

a)  one                       b) two                    c) three                d) four      

 

2) Which city is not in the Republic of Ireland?     

    a) Limerick                b) Cork                   c) Belfast             d) Waterford  

 

3) Who invaded Ireland? 

    a) the Romans          b) the Vikings         c) the Normans      d) the English 

 

4) What is the main  religion in the Republic of Ireland? 

   a) Catholicism           b) the Church of Ireland (Protestants)      c) Muslims 

 

5) Who became the first English king/queen of Ireland? 

    a) Elizabeth I            b) Henry VIII            c) Victoria              d) George VI 

 

6) The Republic of Ireland became independent in: 

    a) 1601                     b) 1845                      c) 1921               d) 1955 
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7) Which rivers are in Ireland ? 

    a) the Shannon       

    b) the Liffey              

    c) the Blackpool             

    d) the Hudson 

 

  

 

8) The official currency (money) in the Republic of Ireland is: 

     a) the dollar        b) the Irish punt           c) the pound              d) the euro 

 

9) Why did thousands of people emigrate in the XIXth century?   

Because… 

    a) there was a war with Britain                    

b) there was a famine 

    c) it was cheap to go to America                

    d) they were persecuted by anti- Catholic law 

 

10) How many inhabitants are there in the Republic of Ireland?    

About … 

      a) 4 million                 b) 8 million              c) 10 million              d) 20 million 

 

 

 

 
https://en.islcollective.com/english-esl-worksheets/vocabulary/countries/quiz-ireland/23830  
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ANSWER KEY 
 

 

1.   b 

2.  c 

3.  b  c  d 

4.  a 

5.  b 

6.  c 

7.  a  b 

8.   d 

9.   b  d 

10,   a 
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